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"THE DEVIL AND DR. FAUSTUS,

Pefore drama and opern bad rendered the
”wﬂ ot nrge mmiliar with the loves of Faunt
#nd Margarel—bolore even Goethe's geand poom
Bad faed In the memory of reading people the
associnted images of the philosophizine seducer
and the mocking fiend—all the world hind heard
of the Devil and Dr, Faustus, Bot at that time,
perhapd, oot one person in s thousand could
have told whenee be had gained any acqualnt-
snce he mighl powsess with these personnges, or
where even any book npon the subject counld be
found; for most libraries might be searched in
vain for anything of the kind, Yet a knowledge
#o widcepread, however superficial, betokeos
that there must bhave been at one time some
easily accessible common source whence the
gencral information was derived,

And this was, indeed, the case, There was o
period when the Faust legends were to the
people of the North what the storier of the
‘‘Arabian Nighte” were to the Orientals—and,
perhaps, more; for the former not only fur-
pithod amusement nnd gratifled the love of the
marvellous, bot appealed likewise to deeper
feclings., Filty years ago, betore books for the
million were scattered brondeast by a cheap
prosy, some snch place may have been ocenpiod
in “the cottage homes of England” by Bunytn's
gront work; Indeed, Lhe bistory of Dr. Faustus
might be not inaptly deseribed as the medimval
“Pilgrim's Progress,” A= compared with Buy-
yan's book, however, the fact of the hero being
a rénl metead of an allegorical personage, or at
Jeast the embodiment of general beliels rather
thao the creation of an lndividoal mind, gave
she story of Faustod o wider range of interest;
since few coald be indifferent to professedly
securnte information on & subject about which
every one had already heard something,

Again, the reversed plan of the purrative,
delineating a retrograde movement from God in-
stead of anonward course in holiness, nwakensd
s more nuversal sympathy,  The u_nr:.h'l‘lﬂ!ul'..
too, of 4 proportiou ol the comic element,
mingled with ite graver matter, gained rendy
acceptance for it, where a story wholly serous
might have moved but slowly. 10 15 reluted,
mdeed, that at one time the whole lbrary ol
tbe little islands in our Northern suas consisied
of & single book—the said volume being the
“‘History of the Devil and Dr. Faustns,” Whou,
88 4 consequence of clrculating coutinually from
ene reading housenold to anctber, it ay last fell
o pieocs, 1t wius resolved, at 4 genoral meeting
of the inhabitants, that one of taeslr numbor
should be despaichied to the mainlaud, to pro-
vide a new supply of reading for the comau-
mity. The question pext arose—What work
ehould be seleeted?  Afver a long discussion on
the merits of the various books they had ever
seen or beard of, the good people at last
decided that they would seud for anothrr Dy,
Faustua! This wnecdote muy possibly b
apocryphal, but at uny rate it s uwo incorrect
liustration of the populsr favor which, forw
very long period, atiended this remarkable
work,

It was undoubtedly when they hnd assumed
the form of & book that the Faust leeends
stiained their greatest celebnty: bat before
printing had even beon invented they were
already widely known, the exact time and form
of therr origim being lost in the obscurity of
remote nges. The growth of the story may, how-
ever, in gome measure be traced. The principal
characters, as every one knows, stand in the
rolation ol vendor and purchaser, the soul of
the mortal being the object of traflic; and the
foundation of the story may, therefore, fuirly be
sought in the earliest nccount of the sale of a
roul 10 \he powers of durkness, The first story
of the kind upon record is balieved to be that of
the Greek priest Theophilue, legends of whose
anpostasy and reconversion, suys Mr. Dasent (1u
the preface to his polyglot version ot the tradis
tion), once rang throughout Christendom from

ain 1o lceland. It appears that in the time
of the Emperor Justiniun, dbour A, DL 548,
this Theophilus was Vice Dominus, o rank next
10 thut of Bishop, in Ada, a eclty o1 Cilicia,
Having, a# the story says, deolined n prosenia-
tion to the vacant vishopric, e uaturally felt
murprised and aggrieved when the Prelate who
acoepted the appointment sought to depose him
from hig subordinate position, Hurt and angry,
he applied for aild or advice to a Jew necromun-
ecr, who appomted him to come the next nieht
to & place near the city, where he need not fenr
anything that he should see, but most curetully
& bstain from making the sign of the cross, On
renchirg the spot he found it llomineted with
numerous lights and crowded with dgures in
white garments, surrounding one who seemed
1o be thelr prince, to whom the Jew intvoduced
him. This personage, who was no other thun
Sstan himsell, promi<ed that if he would be lii-
sgervant, he wounld render him any assistance ho

needed: but he must first repnounce Christ, nnd
his mother Mary, signing a doocument to that
effect with his own blood: whersupon Theophii-
Jue kissed his feet, aud comphed with all the
required conditions, The next day he wus
received with muel hovor and favor Ly the
new hishop.  But the compact he bad mude
weighed beavily on his eonscience, and, zoon
repenting lus rmash and sintl engneement,
ke repaired to a ohurch dedicated to the Vi

in, and there remalned fosting and praying for
orty days. At lenglh Mary sppeared to him
twice, promising o help him,  Anxious for
an assarsuce of his sim being cancelled, he
then begged her to recover for him the deed
me had signed, when, after three more days ol
prayer and abstinence, she came to him once
more, and, while he was psleep, lod thelghond
upon his breast,
to church, and told the whole story 1o the
bishop, who bade him throw the decd mto a
fire belore all the congregation, on dolug
which his face was seen to shine ltke the sun.
For set another three diys he lny prostrate,
abforbed in thanksgiviog, upon the spot
where the Virgin had appeared to him: and
then, probably worn out by these excessive
vigils, died in a)l holiness and peace,

_First narrated in Greck by Eatychus, the dis.
ciple of Theopbilus, who declared that be had
Beard the account from his master's own lips,
this tale was travslated into Latin, and then
into  French, AvpgloSaxon, leslandic, ete,,
spreading over nearly the whole of Europe, and
thue familiarized the popular wmind with the
iden of n human being entering into treaty with
the Evil Spirit,  The same ldes was thencelorth
repraoduced In many oltbher stories told of varions
personages, and In diflerent countries, the dis-
[lhljf of any extraordinary knowledge or of rx-

raordinary luxury belng commonly triuced 1o |

some source of this kind, until at length it was
embodied in the “History of Dr. Fansuue.”

Thaut the story, or collection of stories, bepr-
ing this title, had been kuown long before they
were oommitted to print, or even, perhaps, Lo
writing, 1s sufliciently manifest from the projuce
1@ the very earliest version, wherein the pab-
lieher sets forth his haviog often woundered
“thatno one arranged the narrative ln order,
and had it printed and spread abroad as & warn-
ingto all people; but dfter making many in-
(}ulrk‘:ﬂ he conld not hesr that it had been un-
dertaken, until the M8, of the present work had
been recently sent o him by *“‘a certsin good
friend, named Yoo Speler,” with the desire thut
he would glve it to the world. This orainul

version, printed and published by Johson Spies, |

at Franktort, In 1687, was destined eventunlly
to be ro entirely superseded by later and ditder.
ing ones, that in alier Iyr-ura ru. very existences
was long disputed, notil, in 1840, o copy was dis
covered by Herr Sobeible o the Spate Library
of Mm; another copy is now known to be stiil
preserved, i

That the intentlon of this volume was to
eatisfy curiosity or amuse the idle, wag an iden
utterly repudinted by thote who gave it 10 the
world: snd s introduction accordingly sets
forth that, some sins belng worse than others,
sarcery and magic are incontrovertibly the
worst of all sine, and that the grand alm, theee.
fore, of the story i Yo warn the world from thw

dire miquity, 1tis yery judiclousty ndded thab
lest any ‘perverse-minded individon! shoold oftor
all be tempted to imitste, inntead of avoiding,
the wickedpess of the hoyo, all forms of conjurs-
tion, eve., bave been careiully omitted, and only
such matter recorded we milght furnish msiroc.
tion #nd warnivg, Thue solemnly introduaced,
the parrative beging by informing us that
Johann Fausl was born st Rod, neat Wenmar, of
Godfearing nt parents, and adoptetl carly
by & rich ohildlesa uncle at Witkmberg, who
sent him to scheol, apd then to the uoiversity
to study theology, Soon wenrying of this, he
devoted Tmself, mstead, to medicine and
sclence; nnd though he took to bad company,
and lell into sin, vet, possessiug a good onpn-
oity, he eventnally pussed a very creditable
examination, gnining his degree a8 dootor,
He now gave his nights and  days to
the study of corions signs and chutriclers,
and to the acquisiton of the Greek, Per-
siun, Arabic, apd Chaldes languures; so
that, besides the repulation he gained ns
& physiclun by healing many patients, be also
bedame known as a famous sstrologer. We are
next told ratbher abropily. that, having takon
10 the practice of binck magic {Iluu with which
he began having probably been only such as
wag termed while in the nomenclature of the
period), he wont one evening to a spot in
a nelghboring wood where four roads met, and
drawing three concenirle clreles, stood within
them nvoking the Evil Spirit. A terrible
tempest began; then sweel music wis heard:
soon strange shapes thtted before him; and as
he uftered spelld of greater and ereater power,
at last the Devil appeared as s lery man,  Soon,
however, he nssnmed the more approichsble
form of a grey Irlnr—n guise which scems to
Indicate a Protestant origin lor at least tals ver
gion of the story, Fahgoed with excitement,
Frust avails himself no further of this inter-
vlew than to extraot from the spirit a
promize to visit lim next morning at bis own
house, whither necordingly he comes: and the
doctor then demands that he shall obey him in
nll things, and answer traly wharever questions
bomry at any time propound. The spirit replies
that he cunnot make any such contriet without
first asking permnssion, belng himeelt only a
subordinaie demon owing alleglance to Lucifer;
but on his resppearance iuthe evenine he avows
his readiness to ngreo to the doctor's 1erms, and
o be always near him, though invistble to
every other eye, on eondition that the lutter, in
return, will sien with hisown blood a document
Prnmmntg not only to be entirely his at death,
Wt that during his life be will renounce God
and all things holy, and be an enemy to the
Christian fanth. Fausl consents, thinking that,
is he has cortainly round the Devil not to be g0
black ns he is painted, it 1& probable that hell
may not be so hot as it has been deseribed; and
accordingly the next day the spirit comes ngatu
10 witness the signutire.

The doetor pierces o vein in his hand; when,
s 0 st wppeal from Henven, the blood mirscu-
calously torms itself 1nto the words, ‘0 homo,
fuge!” Undeterred even by this portent, he
sigma the futal deed, here given at length, as
found in his house after ble death, and which
duly sets forth that, desiving decper knowledge
than he conly learn from other men, or acquire
by the taenities with wlich God had endowed
Wim, he had entered o this coutrael, consent-

desires to know during & period of twenty-four
years, he will, at il8 expiration, resign him=clt
10 him tor all eternity,

The Infernal visitant, who snoounces his name
to be “Mephostopheles” (so, the une is here
spelled ), now beativs himael! actively in the
service of hi=z new master, who resides in the
house letr him by his decessed unele: arranging
that no domestic shall be retained except one
Chriswophier Wagner, whom Faost owd taken
irem Lhe sirects us 1 boy of 20 bad a charncter
that no ove elee would employ hiim.  The spirit
bimsclf undertakes to be major-domo of the
establishment, The eellurs of the Elector Pala-
tine und ot varions bishops are lald under con-
tribution for wines of all Kinds; rewdy-dressed
vinnis are transported from palatinl Eitehons:
while ample supplies for the wardrobe
are obmined by superoatural raids on
the tailors nnd  other  tradesmen  of
the city. Living thus sumptuously, Faust,
we wre told, soon  becomes §0 thoroughly
sensunlized that he no longer believes in cither
God or Devil; though his skepticlam g= to the
latler appears certaioly rather extraordinary,
considering who is 1 attendance upon him.
Waking up suddenly to the disadvantuge of his
richiy-spread table huviog yet no “lady at the
head,” be informs Mephistopheles that e wishes
to murry., The latter, however, jorbyls the
banns—not only puinting very vividly the vari-
oug digcomforts and meonveniences sttendant
on the married state, but further reminding him
that, as he had promsed to abjure all holy
thipgs, marringe was of conrse¢ Included, aod
that it would be imrusalhlv for hilm to gerve two

musiers, the Devil and n wite, The appeal
wizds np with the very foroible wrgumens,
that i Faust persists in sueh w deslen
the demous will “tear him into Httle pleces”
The doctor, grown arrogant, repiles  that,
bappen what will, be does intend to nd-

here to bis plan.  Upon this Mephistophelea

| vanishes, and a violent binst tings Fuust upon

|

On the next Sunday he went |

the Hloor, where be lies in toriure, unable to
move hand or foot. He cries vehemently to
Mephisiophieles 10 come to hig aid, The Dewvil
himsell pppenrs instead, in terrible form, asking
mockingly in what mind he now 18; whereupon
the humbled dootor confesses that e has roken
hig compact aud eruves forgiveness, o token
that 1t I grapted, the Devil I'lIHI.]lFl‘:L"", the
doctor's pains eease, nud Mephisiopheles returns,
scothingly promising him that, though he cannot
sufler him to have a wile, vet he will not object
to bring him, every day, if he should wish it,
some fresh beauty—a prospect which entirely
reconciles Faustus to his enforced eelibucy,

Not until every possible provision has been
made for hig comiort nnd enjoyment, does Fuaust
seem to bethink himsell of the main purpose for
which he had juvwed the spirit's aid; but he
now beging to put Meplistopheles throogh o
course of interrogatories, with a viewjito enlarge
lils knowledge of things mostly beyond mortal
ken, The first subject on which he cluims en-
lightenment is the dominion of the Devil and the
extent of his power. A medimval and orthodox
desenption of hell, an which there Is a0 good deal
of brimstone, 18 gerved up for ms Intormation,
Farther questioning deaws forth minuter details
of its division Into Gehenng, Brebus, Tarturus,
ete,, with au account o1 1ts various rulers, the
spirit who incited Cein to murder, tle one
who led Solomon into feentiousness, and
numerous others, including Lucifer, the king
and Jord of them all., At the end ot each
counversation Foaust, who hss alrendy begun
bitterly to repent his bargain, bemoaus his
fate, in haviog pnt himself into the power of
these ruthless beings, whose whole ocenpation

is to mislead apd ruin men. At last he asks
| if there will not be ut lust au end to hell, or
if there be no chunce leit for himselt o escapo
it. He iz told that it will eertuinly endure
forever, aud that he has sinned too deeply to
be suved: s Informant further adelsing him
to wsk nod think oo more upon the subjeet,
since it cun be no pleasant one to cither of
thew. It has, howeser, & fseioatlion beyvond
any other for Fuust, The moment he is alone
his mind reverts to it, and he thinks esrnestly
of trying to revoke his futal bond; but hlephis-
topheles rudses the form of some fuir wowman
whenever he retives 1o reflect, and her blan
dishments wir bim from all serious thought,
while the demon bimeelf latly refuses Lo answer
nny more questions apon the subjeat.

The discussion of infernnl matters belne thus
| no lorger possible, Faust turns to ot her gquar-
| ters of the universe, sud subjects his --::u*..llu- to
| Knowledge” to nquirles as vaviod in lmport o8
thort sluce propounded to haoless Httle ouos
by the renowned Manguull: thongh he 1s very
praperly rebuked on descending to the triviality
of asking the onuse of summer snd winter,
with the remark that s ‘*“doctor” ought to have
known so suuple s matter, A guestion con-
oerniog eréition calls forth a reply throwing ws
much discredit upon Genesis as a Zuld could
conceive or a Colenso ntter: while the answers
to quenes upon less recondite matters, such
us the elvmenty, the plunets, ete,, scoord very
liftle with the theorios of modern soience, The
inlormaotion, vevertheless, ‘m}wn of 80 much
practical vniuv, thut by Iis uid Faost construots
aliwanacs whinh attained grent popularity: for

ing that, it the Devil will only teach bon all he |

{ of the Frince of Bavana's weddiuz,
s cloak

P growing dilles white the gecapitution lo-ts

they combined prodictions concerniug polivieal | altending him int

ovents with weather prophecies, and, as wo are
neanred, *ull truly foretold.” '

The nether world has stil, however, & greator
sttraction for Faust than soght avove; amd
since he may ne longer indulge \n discourss
upon it, he Induces Mephistopiieles to grant bim
a sight o thetedlin of darkness, Tracsported
thither, sither bodily of ln a vision, he 19 shown
ull that hadl been previoosly descorvived, o then
deslres g nearvr inspection” of Yhe stavs, an ao-
count of hie louruey 1o which Is given irom an
autopTaph record of it sent at the tune o his
friend Dr. John Vietory, at Leipsic, {Iun this nar-
rative ho states that he resoneg n helght whence
the enrth lpgeru’t'd no greater than the dot of
an i; found the stmosphere very bhright and hot;
the firmament solid as a wall, moving from
et to west, nnd taking 0y, moon, and stars
in s courre; while the sun was lareer than
tnis whole world, indepa o large that he coulil
see no end to fu Nob ull thinge above and
below  bave been thur  exhousted, doos
the daring -.‘xplurr;r S10Op to n desiye to ipspect
the world about him, At last, powever, lie sets
forth on a tecrestrinl tour, the record of which
embodies & short deseription of many famous
places, enlivened by details of adventures ot the
court of Constantipople, where he gesumes the
form of the prophet Mahomer,

With the commencement of the third part the
history takes quite a new torn. The philoso.
pher suddenly becowes harlequin, the comie
capabilities n? salanio power are brought into
view, and for o vume all 15 merryment and fun,
Faust, whose name hes become ronowned
through the minrvellous cures he has wronght,
happening to arrive at Innspruck white Charles
Vs H!nlgtrlr.r there, the Emperor asks him, as &
I:mol‘ of his skill in the black art, to procare
iim Ay interview with Aloxander the Groat and
his queen; promising that no harm shall result
to biwm trom his complignce, Siipuisting for
siriol silence, the sorcerer opens a door, nnd tho
Mncedoniun #omes forth ectothed n Armor;
Wwhile hig royal partner, with a soverelgn con-
lempt lor the chironology of costume, appears
in embroidered velvet,  After bowing 10 the
emperor and empress, the phantoms vinlsh,
Another day the doctor, finding s certain knight
nsleep, tixes o palr of stag's horng on his head,
whien he does not remove until the hapless vie
tim Lins furnished moch amozement to the em-
peror and all his court. He next mects & wagon
of hay, the driver of which bids kim move aside
10 let it pase, Faust replies that a man should
not yleld place to hay, aod that unless he him-
=010 moves nstde, bhe will eat both the wagon
and its lopd, This he appears to do: but when
the atirighted boor fetches the burgomaster to
the spot, his property s tound intact, Oun
another oecasion Faust exeris his devouring
powers on a waiter, whom he puniihes for
rudeness by swallowing him whole, disgorging

him soon alter unburt, He provides more
nicoly for others; seeing the Princess of
Auvhglt in  delicate lhealth, and hearme

that her appetite mlght be tempted by some
grupes were it only autumwn ivstead of mid-
winter, he puts a di=h out of window, and on
taking 1t in ngain in hall an hour prosents it to
her flled with tine elusters: lie expining that his
spirits had fetched them Irom the antipodes,
where it was then summer. As o further veturn
for the prinee's hospitality, be iovites im and
his court to a banquet n a mogpificent enstla,
improvised for the occaslon 1o a nelghboring
feld; It rises durng the night and disappedars
the nexe day, 18 gardens blovming with rurest
flowers and fruitaze amid surrounding suow,
The doctor proved himsell too, at times, i
very eflicient special cunstable, for we are wold
that when some students ovee made a riot
bafore his houge, he soon stopped toe strife by

suddenly blinding them, though, when led
howe, their sight was perfectly restorad, And
nemn, when some noisy peisints at an o inn

retuscd to keep order, he rendered them speeon-
less unnl they left the Louse, when the soell
nt onee broke, Another time, being sent torto
presciibe for a sick man, he asgs
for a seat in his empety wagon, aud o
rough réfnsal mukes the wheeis 1y offl and the
horses stand immovable; bot when the ofendor
bumbly begs foreiveness, the Joctor, with an
exhorition to Lim {o show better muuners to
atrangers I fotore, sets all right again with 4
word., However e might thus good=will,
that he did not depend on any une for means of
locomotion Is shown in the account o1 three
students app!ying Lo him 1o gain them a =leht
sprondiug
on the ground, e bade them stundd
upon it elose to bim, and all were theo taken
up by the wind and deposited al the Bavar nn
palace, He treats another party simbiariy at
curnival time. providing for them many
other entertsinments betitting the festive seu-
o, such as dishies spontnneansty tilled with
ment, men's heads chnnged temporarvily Lo nsses’,
ete,: and ou one guest's fXpres-ing nvery feryvent
desire tosee Helen ol Greecs, ho calls up the gl
phantom, to the fwseinaton of all bebolders—
including, as it afterwards appeurs, the evoker
himeell,  But though thus wenerally mteut ouly
on imparting pleasure, Faust was not tncapable
ol the lecling proverbinlly 4aid 1o exis! hotween
“two ol a trade” Jor, enconntering at one fime
a purty ol conjurors, who amuse thelr audience:
by cotting ol snd pulting on aesin ench other's
heads, their vitallty being trapstorred to some
he,
Kvow Ink their seerer, cuts the ftower-stem wlibie
their lender 15 lyiug headiess, thus reanderine
viiiu all their efforts to restore him,

Being endowed wath such mighty powers, it
seeme nol onressonable that Paust, ou applying
to Mephistopneles for moner, should be told
that he ik gquite nble to proeure it {or Limsell,
without troubling him, Tohereupon he redorts
Lo various expedicnts for replenishivg lis ex-
clequer, at one time $elling a horse of his own
muking: at another. tuking to market some
swine, similarly produced, the anfmals ou each
oceasion changlog into wisps of siraw s soon
us they rench a stream, to the purchussrs’
great dismay, althongh the seller han honestiy
warned them that hig beasts must on po account
be tuken pear water, He atso borrows from a
Jew n large sum on the security ol his own leg,
duly seveved and cairied off: but the German
Shylock, finding the care ol suoh o pledge
rather disagreeable, and thmking the owner
will pever eare to redeem what he conld not
reunite, throws it into the fiver; an offor of set-
Uing the secount belug made soon after, he has
nol only 1o forgive the debt, but (o pay o large
additionsl sum in compen=ation for the lost
pledge, while Faust, I.'i'ﬂ!“\' unhurt, reonews his
limb as rendily as crabs renew theirs,

_ Tue only check Faust seems to have received
m nis downward career waa from an old man
ut Wittenberg, who, setting his mind on cou-
verting the sorcerer, very judicionsly asks him
to diuner, and when his guest's heart hus been
opened by his hospitality, seriously remons
staleg with him on the life he is lead!ng, nod
urges him to repent, Roused to refleetion,
Faust almost resolves to do so: but his demons
nftendant tells him that it e now late;
that he muat l]l‘lllh—ih e idew, o1 will
b forthwith torn In pleces: and in-
duces him, instead, to slgn new bond
confirming the lormer conrriet. Faust's next
ndventure !ﬂtvr this damnatory act is of &
pecaliarly kind and benetcent chargoter, Henr-
g of & Young noblemun who has fallen so des-
perarely in love with g beautiful eirl that her
il.lllll’l'r{‘lll.‘l‘ hins renderod him dapgerousty i1,
Faust pays bim a visit, and presents him with «
magic ring, which, on his slipping v upon the
lads's finger during o dunce, eyuses her nedently
10 Teturn his passion. They are soon siter mur-
ried. the uminble sathor gf” their felloity being
an honored wuest at tha weddine, 1t was, per-
hups, *'a fellow-fecling” that made bio thos
“kind;" for us the end of his enrthly happiness
upproachies, he nsky Mephistopheles to bestow
Upon him permanently the phantom of the Gre-
¢lan Helen, which be bl once raised 1o plesse
bis vietor, Ilis wish being gratited, Le bes
Comes #0 enamored of his brhfv thut he never
cares to quil hvr gide—the bond being nadition-
nlly strengthencd by her Lhosrine him & Lon,
w’hom he slways regurds with the tendirest
alection, But he In not destined long to cojoy
the domestie bllss ho geems s0 well to appré-
cinte, for the ond of his tf‘l‘u“l i& now- LEeRT. The
fourth apd last part of the story introduces ue
:“ the doctor makiug his will, wherein. know-
'?f‘_‘tf;‘;l{':Tﬂf“!?:.lir‘wmtld need’ no provision, he
ki ‘u.“p‘l 63505 10 his servant Wagner,

: Junction to study diligently his muns
torn_huuka. and wiite g bingraphy of him—n
work in which he 1s to besasisted by a spirit
be form of an ape, ~ Gut one

st
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month now semams 6f the twenly-four years,
and the poor sorcerér, di-muyed at the prob
vot be'ore him, shung the wvery slght of
ﬁm famihiar, snd can do nothing bat weop and
mottn, BEVRIAl chapters are devoiesl o A
transeript of iy lnwentatlons, pathetic witn
the wiallings of the Jost soul’s remorse.  In bat-
ter contrust, the nest ¢hapter reconnts the ¢ioes
with which irlumphant Mephistopoeles mocks
and tuints his prey—not with the erandear of
n tallen anrel, but ratner with the petty exal
wation of n spitetnl imp gloryiog in suocesstal
misehivf, vented tn Moeing proverbs ut s vies
um &5 finently 48 though *‘Poor Richard” had
been  his dnlly study. In oflering the ironic
conrolation thal Faust will not be alone in his
miseTy, wWe may notice that “ull Jews and Tarks"
are summarny ncloded among those who shall,
un & matter of course, be his compnnions in
torment,

At the beginviog of the last week Faust is
gerved with w regular oltation from the demo-
pincal court, intimating that when the cod comes
be will be “fetched” at ulght: whereupon, with
forced chyerfulness, he invites a party ol profes-
sors aud students, his most intimate friends, to
breakiost with him on the last day, After the
meal be requests them 1o remain with him untl)
the next morniog, telling them his whole
history, snd awvnouncing the ocatastrophe
which s impending, Ab the same tme,
with & meek bumility which might bave
ated a salnt sbout o mscend Lo glory,
¢ begn them to parion him 0f, even In jest, ne
ever moany way Injured them: and exhoris
them fervently to take warning by his termble
doom, and make God and salvation the nrst ob-
ject of their lives, Grently shocked al the ais-
closure, they loment that it was not made
gooner, 20 thut they might have sought to gave
him through the pravers und efforts of holy
men, He assures them any such attempls
would have been vain; and then, with mutosl
tefre, they take an atlectionaie farewell—heo re-
tirng 1o hig bedroom, and they to thelirs, to
nwilt in sleeplegs anxiety the events ot the
night. Soon aiter midolght o fearful tompest
shakes the house, & hssine sound, as of myriad
smakes, 16 benrd, then a stified cry, and ther
friend’s voice Is recognized, vainly shrieking (o
pity or for help. None dare to stir, nad soon
ull agnin is hoshed in atter silence, while the
trem blers cower in terror on their bods till the
light of morping cmboldens them to repair to
the fatal rocm. An awlul speciacle awmits
them, The walls are sprinkled with blood,
only the dislodged eves of their friend and &
few of his teeth gre 1o be found: but after dili-
gent geinteh, the manglsad corpse of the unnappy
Pavet ja digeoyered, Nupng upon o dnoghill in
the yard.

After having these sad relles sewed up in
linen and butled, the party returned to Witen-
berg, where, returning w Faust’s house, they
fiua Wagner monrum‘: for his master, and the
biography already written, all but the conclud-
ing chapter. which {8 thereupon added at once
by the.e witnessed ol the events 1t records.
Helen and her sou hiad already vanishad, and
from that bour weres never more scen; but the
nugquiet spinit of Faast hwuated continually the
house whore he had lived; and thongh, henos.
forth, no one would risk a nonrer epcounter by
vénturing to reside In i, yel puseprs-by (re-
gqiiently saw the specire ol the sorcerer lovking
out et one or other of the windows,

The bistory of Faust's sowing and reaping
I‘!‘ll)i! Lbhns llf"l'l..']ll 1o an el tue Book con-
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times Been doubied in Iuter days whether even
she bero of the Fuoel Tewends were indeed & vesl
personnge  Some  bave soggeeted thar the
monks ovight have propugated fablés in that
wame, out of huired to the printer who had oe-
stroyed thelr teade e M54 bot, in isot, the
printer Fust, who ¢ belioved 1o have died of
the plaeue in 1400, flourmhed bhult & cBpury
belore the time w hon, us there = ample prool, 4
Dr. Johann Faust, who bore the repatation of
belng o great magicinn, really hved, his death
having oecurred townrds the end of the ifteenth |
gentary. Still the existence ot thik perdon beiug
yroved does not puffice 1o estihhish hits connec.
jon with the tales told In bis names and one Ger-
wan witter, T. Gorres, afier sayioe chnt ~Fanst
ig ruthet o book than & verson™ asserts thut |
every nge hus had s Fanat, nddootng numerous
instances, anclent an well us medimval,. Thus
Zoronster, Demooritus, Empedooles, and Apol-
lomus were 8l repwied eorcerer s, the toriyer
expecinlly having, it is sald, ruled over kings by
mweans of mario, And been ut last earricd wway
by evil spirite, Robert (surnamed “*the Devil™),
Puke of Normundy, in the vear 768, changea
himsell at will into various shapes, nad called
up the shade of Cherlemagne, as Faust did that
ot Alexander. Ho repemted afterwards of his
sorperies, snd even paseed three years in
penaunce; yet at last win taken off to the infor.
nal reglons, Pope Bylvester 11 mude n puct
with the Devil, and was finally "Hetched,” ovon
from the church where he had taken refuge,
Lake tnles have been told also ot Paol 1T and
other Popes, All, too, tnat bas been saiid of
Faust hed been relpied ol others centurios
be cre. Thus Albertus Maguus, in 1248, showed
hig imends o blooming garden with nightingales
singing nmong the flowers, when all without
Iny trezen o the spows of Clhristmus, Anserial
journey on a montie isn common inetdent in the
stories ot the*Arablan Nights" and had also been
related of Bimon Magus and others; while & paral-
le) tor Fanet’s feast of supernatural voracity b=
found in the tale of the Abbot Erloftus cating
all the provisions that could be furnished ut un
inn, conoluaing with the hostess hetself; who,
however, presently took her place again in the
kitehen, while the food was soon after disoo.
vered, apparently untonched. On these erounds
Dr. K. Rosencranz, i s “History of Gorman
Mediwval Poatry," does not hesttute 1w ocharnc-
terize the “‘History of Dr. Faustus” s merely
“acollection of many traditions, nil turning on
the point of a man making o pact with the Devil
in order to gnin power over the spiritual aod
natural worlg,™
The number of places which have disputed
thie oredit of huvieg been the soene of Faust's
history, or, ot least, of hid end, idg no douby
tended 1o throw diseredit on the reality of his
exlstence; for, while the originul slory asserts
that his death oceurred at Rimlich, a villige
pear Wittenberg, yet, at Maulbronn, a blooa-
stained pluce 18 shown as the spot where i1 took
piace, and at Cologne & window throngh which
the Devil 1= sala to huve Hown away with
him, Anotber window at the castie of Waerden-
berg mukes the same clmim, some irremovable
bluod stains belng pointed out as Indisputable
prools ol its jusiness; while similar marks at
Protau, near Wittenberg, are held by the na-
tives to demonsirate that ns havmeg been the
lueality so distinguiched. Yet, however con-
flicting may be the evidence as to the detnlls of
Fauar's lile or death, there seams no reason 1o
doubt thar & pereon of that name did play some
such part as that described in the story, A the

cludes with u pious wish thatall its readers may
“avold hi= fare upd serve God alone, ‘siuce your
adversary the Deyil, as a roaring liou, walketh
about secking whom he muy devour.'” Its piety,

however, geems not to have sufficed to protect | hntue of ¥ .
it. for it 19 said that hoth the suthor aud the pub- | tiow the Abbot

lisher were punisbed for their work, and tue
books perhape inteotionnlly destroyed; which
would sccount for their disappearance.  But,
however this may have been, the history wis so

| well recelved by the publie, that in the course

. pedsant |
his |

ol the next year some students of Tubingen | o0l

threw it into rhyme, yet siill keeping very close
to the orlginnl. In the same year thut Spres'
work was issued, ‘A Ballad of'the Life and Death

ol Dre, Faustus, the Grest Conjuror,” appeared

in London; 1n 1680 the tale was printed in
French; and in 1502 in Duteb. It was not till
1648 that George Rudolt Widman published

“gonversations Lexicon” remarks, “Some (ae-
| liostro of the lifteenth or sixtecuth century was

probubly the germ out of which toe tale of Dr,

Faustus grew.” The earbest mention of the
Fraust pg o magicinn occurs in o letter
Trithemibus 1o a mathematician

named Wirdung, in wbich the wiiter recounts

that, when travelling in 1508 (cighty years
| betoye Spies’ History was printed), he hud come
| 10 & place where s certiun  George Sabellins,

whom he charseierizes as an impostor more
than magioen, had been  pertorming
many wonders, and hand leit behind hin o
card on  which he described hmsell as
“Georgius Sabellivs, Faustus junior, nevro-
maucer.” ete. ete. The meertion ol the word
“junror” shows evidently that even at this early
period the name ol Faust was airedady well
known in connection with magienl associntions,

Humburg un eoition which has oiten been errg- | Agsin, J. Gagk, & Prote-tant theologtan, in 1348
neously looked uoon as the tirst printed, thoge | @llivmed that he bimsetf bad dined with the
ls=ued earlivr having been almost eatiroly dis- | forcerer Faust at Basle, and was entertained

placed by i*, In this much more pretentious

vorsion, wherein usunlly & lovger and cetainly | b, and quite foreien there,

| u dulter chapter of “Reilections” tollows each

shoit chapter of the narrative, Widman, who
rofesses to ground liis work on an sutograph
iistory of Fanst, found iu the library of an old
physician at Leipsic, speaks with some contempt
of the sumple original by Spies: which yet nhe
mainly follows, in snme parts even transoribing
irom ot word for word, 1t ig he, however, who
tirst Introdueed the
trom Faust s “Toby"” from the veneranle Punch
—representing it to bo aspivit named Prestigiar,
who, in canine form, sometimoes liskes the placs
o! Mephistopheles in 1ostructing the doctor or
fultiting hie bebests.  He, too, first brings for-
ward in print the adventure ot riding & cask of
wine ontof w vintners celiar, an exploit the
menory of wiich has been petortully preserved
for upwards of three ceniuries at the spot where
1t Is sald to have tuken place, viz, at Ager-
hach's cellur in Lelpsic, where 1t is represented
i one of a pair of petures on the wall, bearing
date 1625: u Jogeerel rhyme beneath aserfting
that this faet wag “ecen by many 8 mother's
son.’” The aiher picture shows Faust drink-
e with s (riends, sod in each the dog np-
prare,

ln 1604 was publiched Marlowe's teagedy in
which the subjert of Dr. Faustas is treated in

dog—now us inseparable !

linguaee olten of very sreat poetic beputy, but
with very little devigtion from the original |
story, except that the hero enters into his com-

| poct prompted as much by licentious desires as

h;." i thirst for knowledge, and that a goodangel
i introduced srtemprine to dissunde him from
it, or to win him to repentance. Other addi-

tions and varintions were made in the course of ! such acoeptance,

time, and at length a forther fdea was intro-
diced, aud Fuust was represented as attempt-
ing tooutwit the fend., Qune of the Iater legende
818 forth his  asking Mephistopheles 1o
paint bim a pieture of the Cruclixion; the
demon pot daring to do #0. Faust then tells
i that it his commands are not obeyed, the
contract s &t an end; when his cunning foe,
stlring o brush. paints & Venus so exquisitely
that the fuscinated doctor st once acceptsit
instead of the subject he had demanded, and
Batan remnins frivmphent,.  The present writer
remembers having often, when a child, been
cotertwined by sn old Cermsn with Favst
stories, in which like attempts wers mnde, but
with ditlerent result, the mortal alwavs coming
ofl victotlons. Thus the c¢ontract haviog
stipulated that the Devil should do whatever
the doctor should bid bim, the latter desires
him to fill u certain bagto the brim with money,
Liaving first slit the bottom wnd stretehed it
over 4 thimney pot, The coms run through tiil
the house 18 nearly full, and the task, arduous
ni it had appenred, soems nearly complete,
when the doctor. unfastening the doors and
WwWirdows, opens lor the tide of wealth n chan-
pel into the street., Finding no end to his
labor, the demon confesses ihat e eannot
fultil his part of the bond, apnd therefore
gannot cloim fulfilment from the other party.
The result 1= slmiar when Faust enjoins
him to twist a rope ot sea-sund along a pavt of
the comst just wbove low-water mark, where,
though he setually does contrive to twine the
unliksly materinl, the waves, of conrse, destyoy
the coll as goon us It I8 wrought, Wuelher so
mnch subtlety was arv last iruateated, or a hsopy
denousmen! was substituted for the origingl ool
*“Hetoh," vither the nareator did not 18], or the
listener hns forgotien. The latter is ab least the
cuee in the modern and now most wliely knowu
vorsion of the tale, for Goethe's choloe of this
then e for his poem, published ta 1818, gained it
henceforth an endupne place smong clssical

literature, His introduction of the character of
Margaret gnve an cutirely new turn o the
atory, the interest uronsed by her soon diveriing
witen
age: but in his lees known “Second Part,” op
continuatizn. of the poem, Faust resumes his
prominent position, goes through various ad-
ventures resembling some o1 those narrewed |
Splos, Ineludlog dn intrigue with Helen of
Greece, and 18 Onelly redeemed and tuken to
heaven, where Margaret longimely awatts him.

Though recolvad as a uarrative of potaal fmets
when they were first ciroulated, it bas some.

tion from the heretofore prinofpn! person- | pert

v P

with a banguet of strauge birds, npkoown Lo
He mentions,
too, his having adog and a borse, both of which
were thought to be demons, aud that he nad
been told thar the dog appeared ar wmes m the
form of a servant, supplying tood to his master,
He concinces, “The wretched man came (o a
fearful end, for the Devll stranpled him: his
body would lie upon the bier on its tace, though
It had been turped five thives,”  But the witness
who Is considered to be the most eredible of
all Is Johaun Memel or Manlius, a pupil of
Melanethon, who, in & colleetion bearing date
1560, gives, ns from the mouth of his master, an
neccunt of the famous mwaglcan Faust, as of
one with whom the latter had been personally
acquainted. He, too, asserts that he was found
one morning lying on his faee, [uaving been
killed by the Devil av midnight. A portrait of
lim is nlso extunt, marked with the words, “*Het
portruit van Doctor Faustus,” and which repre-
#ents him with & face almost boyish in its
plumpness, with high rounced forchead, fur
back on which sppears a crop ol short, shightly
curled, unparted bair: the eye-brows are arched
und well detined, the nose thick, the ehin laree,
and adorned with a litle “imperial” tolt just
under the lower lip, while the upper displays a
smooth, neatly curved moustache. The fdgure
is simply attired 1n & round cloak, with o gath-
ered Iritllike collar,

A story which ouce exciied such universal
interest, and was read or hstened 1o 10 almost
every German vovsshold, from the baron's
castie to the boor’s hut, may still be of some
viloe in torolshing seme conclustons as to the
stute of the people In the age wherein it found
Originating, as it did, ino
Germany, 1618 no mean testimony to Teatonic
purity that the original tale is sirictly modest,
We nre told, indead, that Faust *Yled & sensual
life,” but it is ouly In the most genernl terms
that this is indicated:; no scenes of vice are de-
picted, uo liceullous langoage dulgel,
scarcely 8 word ocourring throughout the work
which the demurest would shrink from; for
even where o conrse expression i: characieris-
tlenlly put into the mouth of . boor, it is still
rather rudeness than momorality,  Widman's
version, notwilhetunding the superior assump-
tions dicated by its prolix “‘reflections,”
werits less praise on this score, yel even this
mieht well stand comparison, as regards retine-
ment, with much that is 10 be found in contem-
porary English literature. Nor does toe narris
tive pender tp depraved taste, by tracing w
course o erime of any kind; indeed, meny n
bero whe ds left “married and happy' at the
end of & mosern novel’s thind volume, bus lod
the readers ot lils career throneh much more of
sipn and shame than does this poor bell-doomed
Faust., Had it been received nm;x-ly s un
entertaining fletion, these considerations might
bave suillced to place It beyond cenzure, while
it micht have clalmed, too, the lurther recom-
mendution of Interwenving with what was
surely lwaginative some inlormation uE ro the
Lu'w iseertained ar the theories then prevident
to geogrnply, astronomy, eic,, thus
at lrast enlarging the conceptions and stimu-
Inting the healthy corlosny of s rendors,
When, however, we regard is clalm 10 be s nar-
ration of facts and an exponent of spirituul
truihs ohelienrng devout helief, we van bardly
eanclude that its lnfluence could buve been very
wholesomre, That sncient error which for so
many vests has been an obstacle to human pro-
gress, vig.i—that to be ignoranths the ouly con-
dition of beiug nuocent, aud that knowledee
I8 #0 pearly ullivil 1o evil that I.I.I'I.l‘g' intensity of
desire for 1t must be dreaded as o dangerous fm-
pulee—lies ot the foundation ol the story, Bluoe
mspirations after & deeper 1nsight ioto nature
conld rearcely have been o common as to invite
universsl warning that they were 1kely to im-
I the mnl_ it SIS Nkely thwt the peal fow ing
of those who circulated sueh stories must have
been @ desive, prompied by mingled jealoonsy
and feur, to deter the multitade from wuy ap-
oach 10 what was represented as so danger
ons, and not only 10 throw sgspiclon upon
superior knowiedee wherever [t existed, bai to
reprens 10 Lhe unintormea the fivst risiog of any
deswre for enhghtenment, The example cnosen,

in respect

ropd to mip g thar of 4 man whow o
dewize ip, in feot, sliply o thics: to know g
o1 1he worke of hi= Oreptor: for the motiy
sirned 1oy Feomt's enterane into thie tep
COMmMPEEL s Delther ambision noy reseuade,
Tice, semvialily, ar any other Corrapt pas
Dot 18 ssriotly detined W0 hisve been nothiongd
than a1hirst for knowledge ~kaowledue of
sperete o nature,  His demmand for phs -l
joyments, nx =oom e he earned the 0w
commani them, seoms rather an atle:rhon
o the commeaeml principle of making all he
by s bargain g while iis sabsequent sensi
I the result o sepurate direct empiation
ously set belore him by the evil pelng 1o w
power he bas placed Wmsell, Even
g errare are  comparatively  venial,
he I8 never described ws seducing innocend
only the later legtnds tornishung even
fintesy type of Gothe's Margares, Nor
with the power of haell & his commuand
fiend slwave beside him, 1% he &ver toen ind
ing tu haired, matiee, or vncharitable
towards bis (eliow-crontuses, fXcept n the
Instance of his preventing the resasoitatiog
the decspitated conjuror, which has the exq
of beiog u sort of trinl of strength with o rl
With this excoption, the mischievous prank
accastonally piays never de gny serious iy
to their objects, and seem rother ebullition
tun thau promptings of Allnatare; while
continually find him exerting his extraordin
endowments 1o afford pleasure or bope

others, That all this was of no avall e
ri‘}'}r:-m tendeacy to throw contempt on
raliy; .

Faust 1z throughout the story an objéo
anyibing but deresration, We ean but ade
the skittul doctor, the kodly genixl compan
and the lovisg husband sud tather, thongh
of wshadowy bride and chilid; while our dg
pity ia moved by the belpless vietim of « sl
error, hitterly repentiug a sin which, after
hnd been prompted by actosily  laod
motives, vet tlghing in vain for heavenly
or pardon. His gdnal doom is theretore in
highest deuree unsutisfactory; especially as
find that, while the powera ol hell are eve
the glert to preclude any withdrawasl from
puet of which lie slmost immediatoly beging
repent, no corresponding etfort is mude by
power o heaven to aflord him & chane
ctcape; all supernatural interlerence (with
one slieht exception ol his blood flowing |
the lorm of words of warnipe) being thus
stricted to internal agents, ax though the De
were the only spiritoal being who was netiye
the world, and God @ mere passive Ypeoty
from alar of His creatores’ vain strogeles
thefr mizhty and crafny aud pelendess fod
Cornfiil Magaxine.
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